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!"#$%& of the 

Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences 
  

 
**Information regarding curriculum, program information and operating policies can be 
found in the GSBS Catalog. 
 
SECTION 1.  Programs of the Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences 
 
The Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences (GSBS) of the Texas Tech University Health 
Sciences Center (TTUHSC) was established in 1991 by the First Called Session of the 72nd 
Legislature in HB1 and authorized in January 1994 by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating 
Board (THECB).  The Faculty of the GSBS shall participate in the governance of the Graduate 
Programs authorized by the THECB as existing within the TTUHSC. The governance of these 
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GSBS membership by the GSBS Graduate Council and by the Dean. All nominations for 
GSBS membership are submitted to the GSBS Graduate Council by the Department Chair of 
the sponsoring department (or Director of the program/concentration) on the recommendation 
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Non-Members:  For purposes of graduate teaching, non-members with expertise in their 
areas will be allowed to participate in and lecture in graduate courses on an ad hoc basis.  
The GSBS shall be notified that non-GSBS members will be lecturing in a course either 
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and by the GSBS Dean.  Any graduate faculty member who no longer demonstrates evidence 
of meeting the criteria described above in 2.3, will be notified of their deficiencies and placed 
on probation for a period of up to two years.  If deficiencies remain at the end of the 
probationary period, the member will be terminated from membership within the GSBS. 

 
 All GSBS graduate faculty members are expected to under
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meeting and its agenda.  The Secretary shall be responsible for recording and appropriately 
distributing the minutes of the GSBS Faculty meetings. 

 
3.4 Agenda and Conduct of GSBS Faculty Meetings.  The agenda of the GSBS faculty 

meetings shall be established by the GSBS Deans, the Chair of the GSBS graduate faculty, 
and the GSBS Graduate Council. Only agenda items may be considered for formal action at 
the meeting.  Items not on the agenda may be discussed, but formal action will require either 
a ballot vote of the entire GSBS graduate faculty membership or the scheduling of another 
duly announced GSBS Faculty meeting. Unless otherwise stated in these Bylaws, Robert's 
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4.5 Attendance and Alternates.  If a Graduate Council member is unable to attend a meeting of 

the GSBS Graduate Council, an alternate, either designated by the Council member or elected 
previously by the GSBS graduate faculty of the program/concentration as a standing alternate, 
may attend the meeting with voting privileges.  



 Gradua te  Schoo l  o f  B iomed ica l  Sc iences   •  BYLAWS  •   Page    7     

 
7.1 Department of Public Health - The Texas Tech University Board of Regents approved the 

establishment of a Department of Public Health to reside within the Graduate School of 
Biomedical Sciences in June of 2013. The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board 
approved the Master of Public Health (M.P.H.) degree in October of 2013. While the long-
term goal is to establish a School of Public Health to house the M.P.H. and other related 
programs, the policies and procedures pertaining to the Masters of Public Health graduate 
program will at this time reside within the Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences and be 
governed by the GSBS Bylaws. Policies and Procedures pertaining to the Department of 
Public Health and the Masters of Public Health graduate program are available on the 
Department of Public Health website.  

 
7.2 Authority and Affiliation Agreements. The administrative responsibility for GSBS graduate 

programs shall rest with the GSBS through the authority vested in the GSBS Dean by the 
Chancellor, the TTUHSC President, and the TTU System Board of Regents.  Affiliation 
agreements may be developed between the GSBS and other institutions, including TTU, for 
such purposes as developing interdisciplinary graduate programs, sharing administrative 
services, establishing common standards and common admission procedures, facilitating 
cross campus student enrollment in graduate courses, etc.  The GSBS Dean may delegate 
certain aspects of graduate student program management to the TTU Dean of the Graduate 
School to facilitate intercampus program interactions within these affiliation agreements.  All 
existing and proposed affiliation agreements should be reported at least annually to the GSBS 
Graduate Council. 

 
7.3 Department Chair’s Responsibilities. GSBS graduate faculty members’ Department Chairs 

shall have final approval over placement of a student with a major advisor, taking into 
consideration the recommendation of the Graduate Committee as well as the research support 
available from the advisor and the department. 

 
7.4 
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to assure continuity of representation. GSBS Senators must be full-time faculty, preferably 
tenured, with current graduate faculty membership within GSBS. One Senator shall be a full 
member in the Biomedical Sciences Program, one shall be a full member in the Pharmaceutical 
Sciences Program, and one shall be an ‘at large’ representative from any program in the GSBS. 
Per Senate Bylaws, Senators may not hold more than a 25% administrative appointment.  
Senate terms begin on September 1, and terminate on August 31. GSBS Senators are expected to 
attend all monthly Senate meetings, as well as all General Faculty Meetings called by the Senate. 
When schedule conflicts preclude the possibility of attendance, a Senator will designate an 
alternate to attend in her/his place. Alternates shall have voting privileges for Senate meetings 
and be counted for purposes of establishing quorum. The senior GSBS Senator or designee shall 
present a summary of the year’s Senate activity at the Annual Meeting of the Graduate Faculty. 
One Senator shall be elected each year by e-mail vote of the faculty, following a call for 
nominations at the Annual Meeting. Senators may be re-elected, as Senator seniority may be 
desirable when the GSBS has its turn in the rotation of the Senate Presidency among TTUHSC 
schools.  If a senator is unable to fulfill his/her term commitment, the GSBS Dean shall appoint 
an interim replacement until elections are held in May and a permanent replacement can be 
elected by the faculty. 
 
SECTION 9.  Amendments 
 
This governance plan, "Bylaws of the Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences, Texas Tech 
University Health Sciences Center," may be amended upon submission to the graduate faculty 
and by a simple majority vote of members present, mail ballots and/or email ballots cast for the 
amendment.   
 
Amendments to the Bylaws will be subject to final approval by the GSBS Dean. 


