
What drew you to TTUHSC and the various positions you've held? 
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I came to TTUHSC as a student, and really sought the opportunity for education that wasn't 
available for me in my hometown. I grew up in West Texas. And so when the Health Sciences 
Center was created in Lubbock, it really afforded an opportunity for those of us, West Texans to 
seek Health Sciences Center education, outside of where we were we were raised and where 
we grew up, so I came here, I found out very quickly that the mission of this university is very 
aligned to my own personal mission, and the mission that I experienced as a child growing up in 
West Texas, and that was lack of access to quality health care. And really, really bought into the 
mission of the university as a student and left the university for a short period of time to work 
elsewhere. And then was invited to come back to the university and it felt like coming home, 
coming back to a place that I was aligned with their values I was aligned with the mission, and it 
really answered for me the question of why I wanted to be in health care and pursue a career 
here at the HSC, and that has been a motivating factor throughout my opportunities here 
within the HSC is another leadership position that allowed me to fulfill the mission of the 
university and really, really expand that access to good health care across all of West Texas. 
 
How does it feel to be named President of TTUHSC? 
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I'll be honest with you, it's still a little bit surreal. For me, I walk through the halls, and they're 
the same halls I walked in in 1983. When I came here and so it's it's been a little bit surreal but 
very honored to serve in this role. I know that there's a great deal of responsibility that comes 
with this role and I am committed to the faculty, the staff and the students but mostly to the 
people of West Texas. And what we're going to be able to bring to them what we've already 
brought to them and I think we will continue to bring to them that very highest level of care. 
And really, research, research has really grown from this university that's having an impact, not 
just in Texas, but across the nation. So it's very exciting to be part of the history of the 
university, but more importantly part of the future of the university. 
 
Describe the transition from Interim to President 
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So I was very fortunate to follow a very strong leader, in in our chancellor Tedd Mitchell. He 
really was able to create an environment of growth and possibilities. And so to come into this 
role, we really had wonderful momentum. When I became the interim, and I know one of the 
focuses that both the chancellor and I had during this interim period was maintain that 
momentum, keep our university moving forward. We have so many great things happening 
here we don't want a leadership change to make us hit the pause button and not continue, and 
even despite some of our challenges we've had with COVID-19. I think we've been able to 
continue to move the university forward. We've very much looked at COVID, as an opportunity 
for our university to continue to have an impact and really pivot and do some really special 
things as a University. 
 
 




