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The parts of the body that see the most exposure to the sun (e.g., the arms, hands, face and neck) are the most 
common areas for skin cancer, but it can develop anywhere on the body. In fact, Tarbox said body areas that 
are rarely exposed such as the groin, feet and scalp can have some of the most dangerous types of skin 
cancer. 
 
For example, melanoma is generally more threatening when it develops on the scalp because there is less 
skin depth on the head than there is on the arms. Tarbox said she has seen a significant number of patients 
who were referred by the person who styles their hair. 
 
“Our stylists and barbers see scalps more often than any dermatologist does,” Tarbox pointed out. “Nine out 


