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               Operating Policy and Procedure 

 
SOM OP:  40.11 Technical Standards for Admission, Retention, and Graduation 
PURPOSE: The purpose of this School of Medicine (SOM) Operating Policy is to explain the 

nonacademic standards of the SOM.  

REVIEW: This SOM Operating Policy will be reviewed each odd-numbered fiscal year by the 
Curriculum and Educational Policy Committee. Revisions will be forwarded to the 
Office of the Dean for publication. 

 
POLICY/PROCEDURE: 
 

1. General. The School of Medicine faculty has developed minimum standards for entry into and 
progression through the medical curriculum. These standards provide guidance to achieve the 
Doctor of Medicine degree in preparation for licensure as a practicing physician and for 
postgraduate training. Throughout the medical education process, patient safety is of primary 
consideration.  

 
LCME Element 10.5: Technical Standards 
A medical school develops and publishes technical standards for the admission, retention, and 
graduation of applicants or medical students in accordance with legal requirements. 

 
2. Definition:  

• The term technical standards refers to all nonacademic requirements a medical school 
applicant or enrolled medical student must possess or be able to acquire, with or without 
reasonable accommodation, in order to be admitted to, be retained in, and graduate from 
any SOM program. 

• The term student refers to all medical school applicants or enrolled medical students of any 
SOM program.  

 
3. Technical Standards:  

a. As a component of the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center (TTUHSC), the SOM 
is committed to equal educational opportunity and nondiscrimination consistent with  
HSC OP 77.14.  Importantly, Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center School of 
Medicine is committed to the education of all qualified individuals, including persons with 
disabilities who, with or without reasonable accommodation, are capable of performing the 
essential functions required of all medical students. The following technical standards 
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