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Guidelines for Administering Graduate Student Qualifying Examinations 
 
Doctoral Qualifying Exam 

Graduate students pursuing a Doctoral Degree in Pharmaceutical Sciences will be administered a Qualifying 
Examination for Admission to Candidacy.  The examination is intended to test the student’s ability to apply 
the scientific process to the study of a specific problem, and will evaluate the student’s overall knowledge, 
comprehension, analysis, synthesis and evaluation.  Failure to successfully complete the qualifying 
examination will be cause for dismissal from the program. 
 
The Qualifying Examination shall consist of two parts, written and oral, as defined below.  The Qualifying 
Exam will be administered once a year, beginning in the late spring, to students who have completed the 
Graduate Program in Pharmaceutical Sciences (GPPS) core curriculum, usually in the spring of their second 
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directed to the student. The Committee will vote on the proposal either to “approve to advance to 
oral exam”, or “disapprove to advance to oral exam” and the Chair will notify the student and  the 
Program Coordinators of the Committee’s decision. In order to advance to the oral exams, there 
may be no more than two ratings of “disapprove”. To avoid bias, the committee members or 
mentor should not to discuss their rating with other committee members before the committee 
meeting.  

f) The Grading Committee Chair must inform the student of the outcome of the Written Qualifying 
Exam proposal on or before the third Monday in August. If the student is approved to advance to 
the Oral Qualifying Exam, the student can request to meet with the Chair of the Grading Committee 
to discuss the strengths/weakness of the proposal to assist the student in preparation for the oral 
exam.   

g) All students with disapproval to advance must prepare a written response to the comments of the 
Grading Committee, and make appropriate changes in the written proposal using the summary 
statements of the Grading Committee as a guide.. The Grading Committee may call for a meeting 
with the student to discuss the reason of the decision and provide guidance to remediate the 
written proposal. The response and the amended proposal must be submitted to the Grading 
Committee Chair and Graduate Program Office no later than the fourth Monday in August. The 
Grading Committee will evaluate and vote on the revision as above. If the revised proposal 
receives more than two “disapprove” ratings, the student will be dismissed from the program. 

   
Oral Qualifying Exam 

1) Upon satisfactory completion of the written proposal, the student will make an oral presentation of 
their proposal to all members of the Graduate Program in Pharmaceutical Sciences, both faculty and 
graduate students. 

a) The oral exams 
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2) Should a student receive three or more “disapprove to advance to candidacy” ratings, they will discuss 
the deficiencies with the Grading Committee.   

a) The student will then schedule a re-examination with the full grading committee, to take place no 
less than two weeks and no more than four weeks from the date of the initial oral examination.  At 
that time, a revised presentation will be followed by an open-ended question and answer period.   

b) The re-examination will take place in private. The Graduate Program Advisor, upon consultation 
with the Grading Committee Chair, will appoint an observer, at the rank of Associate Professor or 
above, during re-examination. Should a student receive three or more “disapprove to advance to 
candidacy” ratings on the re-examination, they will either be dismissed from the program or given 
the option to petition to the Graduate Program Committee for entrance into the Master’s Degree 
Program in Pharmaceutical Sciences. 

 

Admission to Candidacy 

1. Upon successfully completing the Oral Qualifying Examination, the Graduate Program Coordinator will 
submit a request for Admission to Candidacy form to the Dean of the GSBS in Lubbock. 

2. All records will become part of the student’s permanent file in the Graduate Program Office. 
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Master’s Qualifying Exam 

Graduate students pursuing a Master’s Degree in Pharmaceutical Sciences will not be administered a 
Qualifying Examination. They will be admitted to candidacy upon the completion of the core curriculum for 
the master’s program. 


