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in 2005 from the Columbia University Graduate School of Arts and Sciences with his focus on economics and 
public health. 

During his six years at TAMU School of Public Health, Carrino led the school’s interprofessional education 
efforts, oversaw the successful accreditation of its health administration program, and helped to build 
sustainable degree programs at TAMU’s McAllen, Texas, site. 

“We are delighted to have Dr. Carrino join the TTUHSC team as the dean of our newest school, the Julia 
Jones Matthews School of Population and Public Health,” TTUHSC Provost and Chief Academic Officer 
Darrin D’Agostino, D.O., said. “His real-world experience working with population and public health issues 
will translate into new curriculum, opportunities, and community engagement that will help transform health 
care in our communities in need. His perspective, proven track record, and work has translated into learning 
opportunities for his students and will now complement the incredible work our schools bring to West 
Texas.”  

Among Carrino’s past professional experiences are: senior vice president for the March of Dimes Foundation 
where he developed and led global forum of more than 9,000 scientists, government officials and health 
professionals; assistant vice president for administrative planning and project management for Columbia 
University Medical Center; Island Peer Review Organization director of data analysis where he assured 
quality-of-care for HIV/AIDS patients in New York State; New York Academy of Medicine senior program 
officer for the Division of Health and Science Policy; and New York State Council on Graduate Medical 
Education project liaison. 

“I am delighted to be joining Provost D’Agostino, President Rice-Spearman and the whole Texas Tech 
University Health Sciences Center team,” Carrino said. “I look forward to working with faculty, staff and 
students – and the entire TTUHSC and Abilene community – to ensure that the Julia Jones Matthews School 
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applicant. Information about the GRE may be obtained from the Educational Testing Service, PO 
Box 6000, Princeton NJ 08541-6000 or www.gre.org. All test scores must be sent directly from 
the Education Testing Service to the TTUHSC Office of the Registrar. Photocopies or scanned 
copies of GRE scores will not be accepted. The institution code for Texas Tech University 
Health Sciences Center is 6851. MCAT in lieu of GRE is occasionally granted to applicants 
applying to the SPPH programs. MCAT in lieu of GRE requires Dean approval. Email spph@ 
ttuhsc.edu for specific instructions. 
 

3. Proof of English Proficiency: International applicants who do not qualify for exceptions (see 
below) must submit one of the following as proof of English proficiency: 

�x Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) - The minimum TOEFL score 
required is 550 (paper-based version) or 79 (internet-based version). The TOEFL score 
must be received directly from the Educational Testing Service (ETS); TTUHSC’s 
institutional code is 6851. TOEFL scores are valid for only two years. Due to the limited 
time frame regarding accessing test scores, if TTUHSC has received a test score that is 
over two years old, we will accept it as official. 

 
�x IELTS  International English Language Testing Service - The minimum IELTS required 

score is an overall band score of 6.5 on the Academic version; IELTS General Training 
results are not acceptable. There is no IELTS institution code for TTUHSC. IELTS 
scores ado1(S)-v-2 ( )-10 (l2 (ut)-2 (ide)4 ( f)3 )Tj8  l2 

http://www.gre.org/
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�x Current SPPH students 
�x U.S. active duty military, U.S. military veterans 
�x Applicants offered and who accepted admission but deferred admission to a later term and 

with approval by the admissions committee (application fee waiver is only valid once for 
deferrals). Must be approved by SPPH Dean or designee  

�x Texas Tech University and Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center full -time 
faculty and staff  

�x At the discretion of the Dean. Please email spph@ttuhsc.edu for more 
information. 

 

10. Passport: A copy of an international applicant’s passport assists in processing the I-20. 
 

11. Placement Fee:  A $50 placement guarantee fee is required upon an offer of admissions. 
 

12. VISA: International students in a degree-seeking program are required to have an F1 visa. Most 
employment visas require course work to be incidental to employment and such visas are 
generally not acceptable for our degree program. Prospective students who are considering a 
visa change are encouraged to seek the advice of an immigration attorney with any concerns. 

 
13. SEVIS: International students, exchange visitors and scholars attending school or conducting 

research in the United States are required to pay a SEVIS fee prior to obtaining their visas. The 
fee is associated with the Student Exchange and Visitor Information System (SEVIS) and took 
effect September 1, 2004. The SEVIS fee is not reimbursable by TTUHSC. 

 
Application files will not be evaluated until all the above requirements have been met. Applicants 
will be notified when an admission decision has been made. Three general categories
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To request a paper copy of this report, contact the Texas Tech Police Department by email at 
police@ttu.edu or by phone at 806-742-3931 during normal business hours, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. 

 

 The Public Health Oath  
 

Health is a human right. The public health community exists to safeguard that right. I believe it is a 
defining element of a civil society. Public health represents the collective actions necessary to 
protect the health of all people. Through prevention science and practice, we can accomplish this 
goal. As a public health professional, guided by these principles, I declare the following: 

 
I will work to ensure that people have the chance to live full and productive lives, free from 
avoidable disease, injury, and disability and supported in their pursuit of physical, mental, and social 
well-being. 

 
I will hold myself to the highest ethics, standards, values, and responsibilities as I move forward the 
science and practice of public health. 
I will respect the rights, values, beliefs, and cultures of those individuals and communities with 
whom I work. 

 
I will rely on evidence to support my decisions and actions, and translate that evidence into policies 
and programs that improve health for all. 

 
I will add to the body of research and knowledge and share my discoveries freely. 

 
I will continuously seek new information and be open to ideas that can better protect and promote 
the health of populations. 

 
I will advance health literacy for all and seek equity and justice for vulnerable populations. 

With this oath, I commit to the ideals and mission of public health.  

GRADUATE DEGREE PROGRAMS 

The Julia Jones Matthews School of Population and Public Health off61 0 Td2.78 0 Td8a Ma8 0 TdteTd2.7 of Public Health 

mailto:police@ttu.edu
https://www.ttuhsc.edu/student-affairs/handbook.aspx
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areas of focus for all MPH students. These are 1) evidence- based approaches to public health, 2) public 
health and health care systems, 3) planning and management to promote health, 4) policy in public health, 
5) Leadership, 6) Communication, 7) inter-
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that institution in order to resume their studies. 
 
The MPA Program requires 42 credit hours for graduation. MPH Program requires 45 credit hours for 
graduation. MPA/ MPH Dual Degree Program requires 60 credit hours for graduation. A maximum of 19 
credit hours can be transferred between the institutions (however, most degree plans will transfer 12-15 credit 
hours) 
 

M.D./M.P.H 
 

Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center School of Population and Public Health and the School of 
Medicine offer a combined MD/MPH degree program for eligible students interested in training preparatory 
to a career in Medicine and Population Health. 
 
The MD/MPH curriculum is designed to accommodate the academic needs of the students. Students 
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attend the SPPH commencement ceremony. Graduates in August, December and May are all recognized at 
one ceremony held in May of every year. Pharm D/MPH students will attend the School of Pharmacy 
commencement upon completion of the pharmacy degree, at which time they will receive special recognition.  
 
 

Graduate Certificate in Public Health 
 

Graduate certificates are intended to meet the supplemental post-baccalaureate education needs of 
professionals. A graduate certificate program is a set of courses that provides in-depth knowledge in 
a subject matter and a coherent knowledge base. 

 
A student applying for a graduate certificate program will be admitted with a “SPPH-CER” 
designation. To take any graduate course, all prerequisite courses (including undergraduate courses) 
must be taken and necessary background obtained before attempting the course. A student will be 
required to have a baccalaureate degree to start a graduate certificate program. There is only one 
exception to having a baccalaureate degree: if an undergraduate student from Texas Tech University 
has a 3.0 GPA or better and is within 12 hours of completion of a baccalaureate degree, the student 
may start taking graduate courses toward a graduate certificate. The student must have a baccalaureate 
degree to receive a graduate certificate. Graduate credits earned while the student is enrolled in a 
graduate certificate program may not be applied toward a graduate degree unless the student is 
admitted and enrolls as a fully accredited graduate student. After fulfilling  all admission requirements, 
a student may use the courses taken for a graduate certificate degree if the courses fulfill the 
requirements of the program of study for the degree. 

 
Graduate students may pursue a graduate certificate that is outside their graduate program of study. 
No more than one transfer course (if approved by the advisor of the graduate certificate program and 

the School of Population and Public Health) will be allowed for a graduate certificate program. If a 
graduate student is in good standing and dropping out of the graduate program, the student may receive 
a graduate certificate if the necessary courses have been taken. To receive a graduate certificate, a 
student must have a GPA of 3.0 or better. No grade lower than a C will be accepted. 

 
For additional information please contact the SPPH Admissions Office at: 

mailto:spph@ttuhsc.edu
mailto:spph@ttuhsc.edu
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Sequence of Events upon entering the Program 
 
 

1. Orientation: All students will attend an orientation session before classes begin.  
2. Advising Session: Students will be assigned a graduate advisor to discuss projected degree plans and   

what courses are to be taken upon beginning the program.  
3. Course Work: Students are encouraged to take all core/required courses as early as possible. However, 

this is not mandatory. Students should note that the Applied Practice Experience and Integrated 
Learning Experience courses have prerequisites that are core/required courses.   

4. Applied Practice Experience: Ideally, the Applied Practice Experience will be completed during the 
third semester in the program. In the case of part-time students and dual degree students, the Applied 
Practice Experience may be completed at a later date, after the prerequisites classes are completed.  

5. Integrated Learning Experience: The Integrated Learning Experience will be a capstone course that 
requires students to synthesize and integrate knowledge acquired in coursework and other learning 
experiences and to apply theory and principles in a situation that approximates some aspect of 
professional practice. 

6. Program Curriculum:  
 Generalist Concentration: 

  MPH Core for Generalist Majors (18 CH): 
  SPPH 5307: Introduction to Epidemiology 
  SPPH 5310: Public Health Policy 
  SPPH 5311: Introduction to Biostatistics 
  SPPH 5313: Introduction to Public Health 
  SPPH 5315: Organizational Leadership and Management  
  SPPH 5334: Community Based Methods and Practice 
  Generalist courses: (9 CH) 
  SPPH 5316: Responsible Conduct of Research and Communication in Public Health 
  SPPH 5337: The US Health care system 
  SPPH 5350: Public Health Ethics and Law 
  Electives: (12 CH) 
  Applied work (6 CH) 
  SPPH 5319: Applied Practice Experience  
  SPPH 5399: Integrated Learning Experience  
 
  Health Promotion and Communication concentration:  
  MPH Core for Concentration Majors (18 CH): 
  SPPH 5307: Introduction to Epidemiology 
  SPPH 5310: Public Health Policy 
  SPPH 5311: Introduction to Biostatistics 
  SPPH 5313: Introduction to Public Health 
  SPPH 5315: Organizational Leadership and Management 
  SPPH 5334: Community Based Methods and Practices 
  Concentration courses: (18 CH) 
  SPPH 5304: Social and Behavioral Sciences  
  SPPH 5314: Planning and Developing Health Promotion Interventions 
  SPPH 5321: Program Evaluation 
  SPPH 5327: Social Epidemiology 
  SPPH 5317: Health Communication   
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GRADUATE FACULTY 

Public Health (SPPH) 
 

To Be Announced, Chair of the Department of Public Health 
 

Graduate Faculty 
    

Primary  
Dr. Duke Appiah Dr. Jeff Dennis  Dr. Lisa Gittner Dr. Cynthia Jumper Dr. Hafiz Khan 
Dr. Rubini Pasupathy Dr. Patti Patterson Dr. Billy Philips Dr. Courtney Queen Dr. Julie St. John 

Secondary 
Dr. Adrian Billings Dr. Ralph Ferguson Dr. Debra Flores Dr. Robert Forbis Dr. Katharine Hayhoe 
Dr. Zuber Mulla Dr. Hemachandra Reddy Dr. Chip Shaw Dr. Brie Sherwin  
  
 

ENROLLMENT 
 

 
Students who have been granted admission to the SPPH are expected to register for course work 
whether or not they contemplate degree work. Failure to register in the term for which admission is 
granted will require the student to reapply for admission. 

 
Registration. Registration information is provided during new student orientation prior to the 
beginning of each semester. Gra



School of 
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review and approval by the graduate advisor within the academic area and by the SPPH Office. No 

https://www.ttuhsc.edu/population-public-health/scholarships.aspx
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 EXPECTATIONS OF PROFESSIONALISM 
 

Professionalism Statement. All  students must adhere to the TTUHSC Student Handbook Code of 
Professional Conduct. Students are expected to conduct themselves in a professional manner in all 
interactions with TTUHSC students, faculty, staff, guests, and administration. Though not 
exhaustive, examples of unprofessional conduct include: late tuition payment; disrespectful email 
communication, including failure to respond to email communications; or obstructive or 
disrespectful behavior in the classroom, laboratory or workplace. 

Responsibility of Students. Each graduate student is expected to become thoroughly familiar with 
academic guidelines, School of Population and Public Health regulations, and degree requirements. 
Failure to follow the regulations and requirements almost inevitably results in complications for 
which the School of Population and Public Health cannot assume responsibility. 

Advisor Meeting. The School of Population and Public Health requires students to have two advisor 
meetings during the academic year with their graduate advisor to review the degree plan, program 
progress, and issues or concerns the student may have. Any student not making satisfactory progress 

https://www.ttuhsc.edu/student-affairs/handbook.aspx
https://www.ttuhsc.edu/student-affairs/handbook.aspx


https://www.ttuhsc.edu/registrar/documents/Incomplete_Grade_Form51622.pdf
https://www.ttuhsc.edu/registrar/documents/Incomplete_Grade_Form51622.pdf
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ACADEMIC PROBATION POLICY 
 
Purpose: To ensure understanding of the academic performance standards set forth by the SPPH. 

Every student enrolled in the School of Population and Public Health (SPPH), whether working toward 
a degree or not, is required to maintain a high level of performance and to comply fully with policies 
of the institution. The School of Population and Public Health reserves the right to place on probation 
or to dismiss any graduate student who does not maintain satisfactory 

https://www.ttuhsc.edu/student-affairs/handbook.aspx
https://www.ttuhsc.edu/student-affairs/handbook.aspx
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�x do not make adequate academic progress as defined by the program/concentration; 
�x do not maintain an acceptable GPA as defined by the Academic Probation Policy 
�x engage in academic or research misconduct; or 
�x engage in illegal, fraudulent, or unethical behavior as defined in the Student Affairs Handbook 

- Code of Professional and Academic Conduct; or 
�x do not complete the program within 5 years or reach a maximum of 99 credit hours in the 

program without graduating. 
 

There may also be other unusual situations in which a student may be dismissed. In each case, the 
dismissal should follow the following procedures: 

 
Lack of 

https://www.ttuhsc.edu/student-affairs/handbook.aspx


School of Populat ion and Public Health �x 
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Non-Grade Grievance Policy 
 

Purpose: To define the process for students to resolve and/or file a complaint regarding all academic 
issues except for Academic Dishonesty (see the TTUHSC Code of Student Conduct). 

 
It is the policy of the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center School of Population and Public 
Health to affirm the right of its students to a prompt and fair resolution of an academic complaint or 

grievance. The Student Hearing committee will administer the SPPH’s policies regarding student 
grievances and will ind w
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2. The Dean will attempt to resolve the appeal within ten (10) class days through conferencing 

with the respondent and student appellant. If not resolved within 10 class days, the Dean will 
appoint a Hearing Committee that will consider the appeal. 

 
3. If  a Student Hearing committee is appointed, they must convene within thirty (30) business 

days. 
 

4. The Dean will forward the request for a hearing to the appropriate faculty member who has 
been appointed by the Dean to serve as the Chair of the Student Hearing committee. 

 
Student Pre-Hearing Procedure 

 

1. Grievances shall be heard by the SPPH Student Hearing committee which shall be composed 
of members of the SPPH Graduate Faculty: 

One faculty member who is appointed by the SPPH Dean to serve as chair; 
Two students from the MPH program; 
Two MPH faculty members not directly involved; 

The SPPH Dean will appoint an administrative staff person to take minutes of the meetings. 
This staff person will not be a voting member. Both parties can petition to  
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11. Following the presentation of evidence, the committee will permit each party to present a 
brief closing statement. 

 

12. The SPPH shall record, either digitally, through audiotape, or otherwise as deemed 
appropriate the hearing committees proceeding until such time that the student hearing 
committee begins discussion and deliberation and prepares its Findings and 
Recommendations. Deliberations shall not be recorded. The record is university property. 
Pursuant to the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA), as amended, 
the student will be allowed to review, but not to copy, the hearing record 34 C.F.R 99.10 
(2003). Neither party nor any witnesses are permitted to make any independent record of the 
proceedings. 

 
13. The Student is expected to attend and participate in the Student Hearing committee. If  either 

party elects not to attend a hearing after appropriate written notice, the case will be reviewed 
as scheduled on the basis of the information available, and a recommendation will be made 
by the committee. Although no inference may be drawn against the student for failing to 
attend a hearing or remaining silent, the hearing will proceed and the conclusion will be 
based on the evidence presented. No decision shall be based solely on the failure of the 
student to attend the hearing or answer the charges. 

 
Hearing Committee Findings and Final Disposition 

 

After completion of the hearing, the hearing committee shall adjourn and meet in closed session to 
discuss, deliberate and prepare the Finding and Recommendations. The Student Hearing Committee 
will determine the recommendations by a simple majority (more than half of the votes cast) of 
members present at the hearing. The Hearing committee’s Findings and Recommendations Report 
shall be forwarded to the Dean, a copy is also sent to both parties for review and determination of 
necessary action. The Dean will forward a letter to all concerned parties, enclosing copies of the 
Hearing committee report, and directing what action will be taken within 10 business days from the 
conclusion of the hearing. This letter will be sent via certified mail to the student’s last known 
official, mailing address as provided by the student to the Registrar’s Office and electronically to the 
student’s HSC email account. The decision of the Dean regarding the hearing committee’s findings 
of fact and recommendations will be final. 

 
Appeal 

 

Within ten (10) business days of receipt of the decision of the Dean, if either party believes that the 
due process procedures have been violated, an appeal may be made, in writing, to the Office of the 
Provost. The Provost will review the case and notify all parties of their decision within ten (10) 
business days. If a written appeal is not submitted within ten (10) business days following receipt of 
the Dean’s letter, the right to appeal is thereby waived and the Dean’s decision is final. 
Either party may only raise, or the Provost shall only consider, the following: 

 
a. Whether a procedural deviation occurred that substantially affected the outcome of the case; 
b. Whether there is new information sufficient to alter the Findings or other relevant facts not 

available or mentioned in the original hearing, because such information and/or facts were 
not known to the person appealing at the time of the original Student Hearing committee. 

 
The Provost will review the Findings and Recommendations and, at their sole discretion, the record 
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 GRADUATION  
 

Grade Requirement for Graduation. 

�x The minimum requirement for graduation is a cumulative GPA of 3.0 in all courses taken for 
graduate credit, exclusive of the credits for the thesis. Procedures to appeal a grade may be 
found in the Complaint Policy. 

�x No final grade assigned for a graduate-level course may be raised unless an error has been 
made. Substituting another course for one completed with a low grade is permitted. 

�x Work completed at another graduate school with a grade less than B will not be accepted, nor 
will grades of Pass or Satisfactory. Grades on transferred work will not contribute to the 
grade average on courses completed at TTUHSC. 

 
Semester of Graduation. There are three official graduation dates: May, August and December. 
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DegreeWorks. It is recommended that students utilize DegreeWorks (available on the student 
WebRaider portal) throughout their entire study to ensure 
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Residence. Study leading to a graduate degree involves sustained residence as well as the successful 
completion of course work. Residence is credited for work done on the campus of Texas Tech 
University Health Sciences Center and for certain types of courses (theses, internships, individual 
study, or other such courses) when offered by TTUHSC faculty. Ordinarily, the minimum residence 
for any master’s degree is a full academic year of graduate work completed on a TTUHSC campus. 
Part-time enrollment is evaluated on an individual basis. 

 
Final Comprehensive Evaluation.  The School of Population and Public Health strongly 
encourages a final comprehensive evaluation for all students in the master’s program. The final 
evaluation (written or oral) should require a synthesis and application of knowledge acquired during 
the course of study and research leading to the master’s degree. 

A student is eligible to undergo evaluation only after having been admitted to candidacy by the 
SPPH Office. As soon as possible after the evaluation, a written report of the outcome should be sent 
to the SPPH Office. A student who does not receive a satisfactory evaluation may be assessed once 
again after an interval of four months or more. The student must earn a grade of B or better on the 
comprehensive evaluation to qualify for graduation. At the discretion of the program/concentration 
concerned, a student who receives a satisfactory evaluation but who does not graduate within 12 
months may be required to repeat the assessment. 

 
Oral Report: Students choosing a project will present an oral report of their project to the faculty and 
students. Students should arrange to have the time and date of the presentation posted at least one 
week before the scheduled presentation. 

 
Final Written Report: Selection of the capstone course for the Integrated Learning Experience by a 
student requires the submission of a final written report. 

 
Time Limit. Work credited toward a master’s degree must be completed within five years. SPPH 
students whose graduate study is interrupted by military service will be granted an extension of time 
for the period of their military duty, not exceeding five years. 

 
 TITLE IX and SEXUAL MISCONDUCT  

 

Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center is committed to providing and strengthening an 
educational, working, and working environment where students, faculty, staff, and visitors are free 
from sex discrimination of any kind. TTUHSC prohibits discrimination based on sex, which includes 
pregnancy, sexual orientation and gender identity, as well as other types of sexual misconduct. 

TTUHSC’s Title IX and Sexual Misconduct policy and complaint procedures may be found in TTU 
System Regulation 07.07 and TTUHSC OP 51.03. Additionally, Part IV of the TTUHSC Student 
Handbook relates to complaints including students. Links to these resources are below: 

 
TTU System Regulation 07.06: https://www.texastech.edu/offices/cfo/system-regulation-07.06- 
sexual-misconduct.pdf 
HSC OP 51.03 | https://www.ttuhsc.edu/administration/documents/ops/op51/op5103.pdf 
Part IV of the TTUHSC Student Handbook | https://www.ttuhsc.edu/student- 
affairs/documents/2020-2021_Handbook.pdf 

 

If  you have been involved or are aware of sex discrimination or sexual misconduct in any form, 





School of Populat ion and Public Health �x Catalog & Course L i s t i ng 2023 - 2024 �x Page 34  
 

 
Schools may disclose, without consent, "directory" information such as a student's name, address, 
telephone number, date and place of birth, honors and awards, and dates of attendance. However, 
schools must tell parents and eligible students about directory information and allow parents and 
eligible students a reasonable amount of time to request that the school not disclose directory 
information about them. Schools must notify parents and eligible students annually of their rights 
under FERPA. The actual means of notification (special letter, inclusion in a PTA bulletin, student 
handbook, or newspaper article) is left to the discretion of each school. 

 
For additional information or technical assistance, you may call (202) 260-3887 (voice). Individuals 
who use TDD may call the Federal Information Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 

 
Or you may contact the following address: 

 
Family Policy Compliance Office 
U.S. Department of Education 
400 Maryland Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20202-5920 

 

STUDENT HEALTH INFORMATION 
 

 

Purpose: To define the availability of health services to graduate students. 
 

1. STUDENT FEES: All  master’s students are required to pay the TTUHSC Medical Services Fee 
each semester. With this fee, students can access healthcare in the clinic and see a nurse or 
physician at no charge for minimal or limited minor problems. More information on this fee 
and its benefits can be located at the TTUHSC Student Affairs Site. 

 

2. MANDATORY  STUDENT HEALTH  INSURANCE AND WAIVER  PROCESS: All  SPPH students are 
required to have health insurance. In order to ensure 
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 COURSE LISTING  

 

How to Read Catalog Course Descriptions 
Courses are listed by program/concentration. Not all courses listed in this catalog are offered every 
year. The university reserves the right to cancel any scheduled course or withdraw any program from 
the list of offerings when the best interests of the institution require such action. 

 
Example SPPH 5304 
5304. Introduction to Social and Behavioral Sciences (3:3:0:0). This three-credit hour course 

focuses on the behavioral sciences and their influence on public health. As a core course, this is 
an overview and introduction to social and behavioral health theories and issues- briefly 
covering several aspects of the behavioral sciences, such as: individual, community, 
organizational, and social impacts on health and population health status; cultural competence; 
effective communication strategies; and engagement of rural and urban communities using 
theory-informed models. (F, O, H, IVC) 

 
�x Subject Prefix – indicates course subject (SPPH = School of Population and Public Health) 

 
�x First digit in course number – Indicates the academic level of the course. Graduate standing 

is a prerequisite for enrollment in all courses numbered in the 5000 series or above and are 
intended only for graduate students (except for seniors who are within 12 hours of graduation 
and whose enrollment has been authorized by the SPPH Dean). Although graduate students 
occasionally enroll in undergraduate courses to fill out deficiencies in their preparation for 
graduate work, coursework credited toward a graduate degree must, except in rare instances 
and with prior SPPH Dean approval, be of graduate level (5000 series or above). 

 
�x Second digit in course number – Indicates the semester hour credit of the course. Thus, SPPH 

5304 is a graduate-level course with 3 semester hour of credit. 
 

�x Last two digits of course number – The distinguishing numbers of the course. 
 

�x Numbers in Parentheses (3:3:0:0) – The first number denotes the total number of credit hours 
for a course, the second number represents lecture hours, the third number represents lab 
hours, and the fourth number represents other hours such as precept. When the letter V 
precedes the numbers (e.g., V1-6), this indicates the class is a variable credit course. Such 
courses are ordinarily research courses and permit enrollment for any number of hours up to 
the limit indicated by the second number in the parentheses. 

 
�x Prerequisiteshours 
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(O) Online course with most, if not all, web-based instruction; 
(IVC) A course in which synchronous instruction is delivered via two-way transmission 
between an instructor and student who are not in the same physical location. 

 
Courses with more than 
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5316 Responsible Conduct of Research and Communication in Public Health (3:3:0:0). This 
three-credit hour course applies an active, participatory approach to help public health and 
health care professionals learn about the regulatory environment as well as the normative 
ethics of conducting public health research as well as how to better communicate more 
effectively in written and spoken communications. (F, O, H, IVC). 

5317 Health Communication (3:3:0:0).  This course is required for the Health Promotion and    
Communication Concentration. It will cover major theories in health communication as well 
as specific areas of public health communication (for example, risk communication). In 
addition, students will practice developing messaging for various populations and groups, and 
will learn the techniques for evaluation of communication outcomes. (F, O, H, IVC). 

5318 Health Promotion and Communication Seminar (3:3:0:0).  This course is required for the 
Health Promotion and Communication Concentration. The seminar will allow students to 
review the current literature in HPC, and discuss design, data collection, analysis and lessons 
learned from the research. Students will each present a published, peer-reviewed paper to the 
group and lead the discussion of the quality and findings from the research. We will also 
discuss current trends in Health Promotion and Health Communication, and draw examples 
from news media, social media and published works in non-peer reviewed media. (F, O, H, 
IVC). 

5319 Applied Practice Experience (3:0:0:3). The Applied Practice Experience is an integral 
component of professional training in public health, enabling students to observe from 
professionals in the field. The Applied Practice Experience also allows students to apply 
theoretical learning toward achievement of practical goals and skills while under the 
supervision of a preceptor and an Applied Practice Experience advisor. Prerequisites: SPPH 
5307, SPPH 5310, SPPH 5311, SPPH 5313, SPPH 5315 and SPPH 5334. (F, O, H, IVC) 

5321 Program Evaluation (3:3:0:0). Students will learn the basics of public health program 
evaluation. Combining the CDC Framework for Program Evaluation with theory-based 
evaluation principles, students will learn how to engage stakeholders, describe public health 
programs, design evaluations, gather credible evidence, and justify conclusions to ensure 
maximum use of evaluation findings for program stakeholders and evidence-based public 
health programming. Prerequisites: SPPH 5304, SPPH 5311. (F, O, IVC) 

5322 Epidemiology Research Methods (3:3:0:0). This three-semester hour course will focus on the 
key principles and methods of epidemiologic research at an intermediate level. Practical 
issues, such as applied logistic regression, will be discussed. Prerequisite: SPPH 5307. (F, O, 
H, IVC) 

5323 Introduction to Infectious Disease Epidemiology (3:3:0:0). This course will introduce students 
to the principles of infectious disease epidemiology. Students will explore infectious diseases 
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5327 Social Epidemiology (3:3:0:0). This class focuses on social, behavioral, and environmental 
contributors to population health and well-being. This course will include analysis and 
discussion of the data, methods, and research ethics relevant to social epidemiology, and 
students will be expected to develop and refine population-based solutions to complex social 
and structural factors that impact population health. The course examines how structural biases 
and social inequality impact health at the local, national, and global level, and considers how 
issues of cultural competence are relevant to addressing health disparities. (F, O, H, IVC) 

5328 Chronic Disease Epidemiology (3:3:0:0). This course addresses the etiology, prevention, 
distribution, natural history, and treatment outcomes of chronic health conditions, and their 
impact on public health. (F, O, H, IVC) 

5329 Issues in Rural  Health (3:3:0:0). This 



School of Populat ion and Public Health �x Catalog & Course L i s t i ng 2023 - 2024 �x Page 41  
 

course examines the major concepts with foundational emphasis on understanding 
nomenclature, vocabularies and data standards relevant to public health informatics. Students 
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Health Certificate Program to an interprofessional healthcare/public health setting. Students will 
work with the course instructors and fellow learners to develop and structure a project to be 
completed over the course of a semester. This final project will allow the student to demonstrate the 
ability to apply skills associated with: data munging, analysis, visualization, and interpretation 
towards a business question or problem associated with community and/or care delivery. In 
addition, this process will permit students to propose solutions to healthcare issues, as well as to 
exhibit proficiency in business writing, research, and project development and implementation 
skills common among senior healthcare executives. Prerequisite: Must meet admission 
requirements for the program. (F, O, H, IVC) 

5388 Special Topics (3:3:0:0). This three-credit hour course will cover topics of temporal or special 
interest which are not being offered as part of the Master of Public Health degree curriculum. 
Experimental courses may also be offered as special topic courses and subsequently proposed 
as a regular course. (F, O, H, IVC). 

5399 Integrated Learning Experience (3:0:0:3). The Integrated Learning Experience requires the 
student to synthesize and integrate knowledge acquired in coursework and other learning 
experiences and to apply theory and principles in a situation that approximates some aspect of 
professional practice. The student will choose between either a capstone course or a public 
health project. Prerequisites: SPPH 5307, SPPH 5310, SPPH 5311, SPPH 5313, SPPH 5315, 
and SPPH 5334. (F, O, H, IVC)   


